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A Study on Cyber Community Participation of Youth and Their Social Relations

ABSTRACT

A Study on Cyber Community Participation of Youth
and Their Social Relations

Jo, Hye-Yung" - Kim, Jong-Kil™

This study aims to investigate the characteristics of social interactions and
relations formed while youth participate in the cyber community, For this, several
methods were adopted, including in-depth interviews, observation of online
activities and consulting with online community owners. Youth have pleasant
experiences of cyber interaction and sometimes develop self-reliance through
chatting, posting and supportive replies in the community, In addition, a cyber
community, as a social group, provides hierarchy and rules, which the members
should abide by. Their online social communication often involves off-line social
relations in several ways, Compared with off-line social relations ordered by age,
social hierarchy within the cyber community is based on the level of members'
knowledge and information or community rankings. Also, the major topics of
online communication are more focused on their common interests, compared
with off-line communication talking about various everyday affairs, Off-line
relationships are formed around the relatively homogeneous peers from school
and neighborhood, But, online relations tend to be more heterogeneous across
area, age, gender, and school, While online interaction tends to expand the pool

of interaction partners, it is temporary and partial, in nature,

Key Words : Youth, Cyber Community, Social Relation, Online, Off-line, Interaction
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