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A Study on the Psychosocial Factors that Influence Suicidal Thoughts and Behaviors of Runaway Youths

ABSTRACT

A Study on the Psychosocial Factors that
Influence Suicidal Thoughts and Behaviors of

Runaway Youths

Noh, He-Len" - Kim, Hyoung-Tae" - Lee, Jong-Ik™

This study was conducted with a purpose of finding out the psychosocial
factors that influence suicidal thoughts and behaviors of runaway youths. A
cross—sectional survey of 150 runaway youths from youth shelters and city
streets revealed that females more than males and youths living in streets
more than those living in shelters tended to exhibit higher levels of suicidal
thoughts and behaviors. The factors that influenced suicidal thoughts and
behaviors were as follows: 1) whether or not the youth had ever been stopped
from eating (food abuse), 2) whether or not there is a history of substance
abuse in the family, 3) whether or not the youth experienced sexual abuse
from a family member, 4) level of depression, 5) whether or not the youth has
a friend who had attempted suicide. Based on the results, intervention
strategies for the prevention of suicide among runaway youths are suggested.

Key Words : adolescents, runaway, runaway youths, suicide, youth suicide

flag

Tl 4E 25 AlAIY 1 6E 7Y, AMAIEY 1 6E 22¢

*  Soongsil University
*x Song—pa Technical High School

- 33 -



