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ABSTRACT

Humanitarian Aids and Dynamics of the

Youth’s Exchanges between the Two Koreas

Kil, Eun-Bae”

The aim of this paper is to seek the possibility of encouraging exchanges
and cooperation between the two Koreas through the South’s humanitarian
aids for the youths. Since the late 1980s, the two Koreas made an effort to
promote exchanges and cooperation. However, inter-Korean exchanges mainly
focused on economic areas and restricted mutual visit. As a result,
inter-Korean relations was limited in terms of openness and interdependence.

At the beginning of a new millenium, we need to change traditional patterns
of institutionalized inter-Korean cooperation. For the two Koreas, it is time to
consider multiple channels of contact between them. To deal with this need,
the role of the youth in their societies is vital because the youth, in general,
emphasize the value of social justice through their participation in social
matters. This characteristic of the vyouth will contribute to develop
inter-Korean exchanges and cooperation. Based on this, the promotion of
humanitarian aids could be a crucial point that leads to the evolution of

exchanges and cooperation between the two Koreas’ youth. Particularly, this

* Research Fellow, Korea Institute for Youth Development.
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new approach is examined from a future-oriented perspective. Through this
research, it is expected to prepare for the social integration by inducing the
openness of value system in the North and the complex interdependence of

inter-Korean relations.

Key Words : humanitarian aids, exchanges and cooperation, the social

integration
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