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The Effects of Anonymity on Cyber Flaming : Comparing Its Effect with Social and Individual Factors

ABSTRACT

The Effects of Anonymity on Cyber Flaming:
Comparing Its Effect with Social and

Individual Factors

Lee, Seong-Sik"

This study intends to test the effect of anonymity on cyber flaming
behavior. In addition, this study compares its effect with social and individual
factors emphasized in prior research on violent delinquency and also tries to
test an integrated model. Using data from 1113 male and female middle/high
school student in Seoul, this article examines the each independent effect of
anonymity, affectional bonds with parents, parental coercive maltreatment,
associations with delinquent peers, attitudes favorable to violence, attitudes
favorable to violence on cyber-space, and self control on online violent
delinquency and also the interaction effect of anonymity with other variables.
Findings reveal that the effect of anonymity is significant, but the effect of
attitudes favorable to cyber flaming is largest, and the effects of association
with delinquent peers and low self-control are significant. Results also show
that the interaction effect of anonymity with attitudes favorable to cyber
flaming is significant. The policy implications of those results are discussed.

Key Words : cyber—-space, anonymity, flaming

* Soongsil University

- 107 -



