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Effects of Internet Use on the Daily Lives of the Youth : Based on Three Types of User Modality

ABSTRACT

Effects of Internet Use on the Daily Lives of
the Youth : Based on Three Types of User
Modality

Ryu, Seoung-Ho" - Jeong, Eui-Jun™

This research seeks to identify the effects of Internet use on the daily lives of
the youth. Internet users were grouped based on three types of "user modality”—
information, relationship, and entertainment modes— in terms of the main services
used by youth. Users were also classified based on "time modality” and into
light, middle, and heavy users, taking into account their average Internet usage
per day. With such basic groupings, the changes in time spent for personal
relations, daily routines, media use, and participation in online communities were
analysed as Internet usage increased based on user modality.

Results showed differences in the changes at each user modality. For the
information type, media and private relations time decreased among heavy
users compared to the other types, but time spent in participating in online
communities increased among who use the Internet for over two hours a day.

With the entertainment type, findings similar those of the information type in

*  Professor, Dep.of Visual Culture, Kangwon National Univ.
*% Researcher in NURI project, Kangwon National Univ.
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personal relations and online communities were noted. However, the time spent
in media usage diminished sharply among heavy users. Lastly, for the
relations type, both online communities and media time showed significant
differences among light users, but the time spent in personal relations and

daily routines did not differ significantly based on time modality.

Key words:user modailty, tim modality, online community, media

effects
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