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Studies on Korean Youth Vol. 16. No.1

ABSTRACT

The Effects of Interpersonal Environments and

Dispositions on Adolescents’ Internet-Immersions

seokeskok

Lim, Sung-Taek” - Kim, Sung-Hyun™ - Kim, Jin-Ho™" - Bae, Jong-Sun

This study aimed to test and compare the effects of interpersonal
environments and disposition of adolescents’ internet-immersions. The study
assumed that adolescents’ environmental and dispositional difficulties in
interpersonal settings might cause them to be absorbed in using inter—net. 287
middle and high school students responded to the questionnaires asking about
their demographic information, perceptions of significant others as interpersonal
environments, interpersonal dispositions, and their using inter-net. Adolescents’
using inter-net has significant relationships with their sexes, mother—father
relationships, interpersonal dispositions, but not with sibling, child-parent, peer
relationships, and other demographic variables such as grades, SES, etc. Males
use inter—net significantly more than females. The more negatively adolescents
perceived mother-father relations, the more they were absorbed in inter—net.
And adolescents’ personal difficulties in interpersonal relationships were
positively related to their internet-immersions. A series of hierarchical multiple

regression analyses were performed, controlling for demographic variables, to

* Sunchon National University
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xxx  Korea Institute for Youth Development
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The Effects of Interpersonal Environments and Dispositions on Adolescents' Internet—Immersions

compare the effects of environmental variable group and dispositional variable
of interpersonal setting on their internet-immersions. Both groups of variables
showed significant effects to explain the dependent variable. But interpersonal
disposition variable could be stronger in explaining internet-absorption than
the counterpart. All these findings were discussed for policy makers,

practitioners, and researchers.

Key Words : internet immersion, interpersonal environment, interpersonal

disposition
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