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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Process of Desistance from

Delinquency during Adolescence

Lee, Hee-Youn"

This study, aimed at exploring the process of desistance from delinquency
among adolescents, found out the significance of the experiences and processes
adolescents went through in their successful shift away from delinquency and
carried out the grounded theory method of Strauss and Corbin (1998) to
suggest a substantive theory based on data. The results in this study
indicate that desistance from delinquency during adolescence is characterized
as a dynamic and sociopsychological process that is accompanied by the
interaction of various conditions. Therefore, it is not desirable to expect the
results of intervention any time soon. Rather, it is required to establish a
yvouth welfare system and develop social welfare service programs that provide
a variety of social participations and experiences for youths. It is also needed
to have continued interest in and understanding of helping and waiting for
juvenile delinquents to get back to adaptive normal lives. With this in mind,
the study elaborates on the experiences and significance of desistance from

juvenile delinquency, and explores all the conditions affecting it and its
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processes and types, thereby formulating a substantive theory concerning the
desistance process. By doing so, the study offers a practical and concrete
understanding of the desistance process and find ways to help promote it,
thus providing the need for the development of an intervention strategy for

social welfare practice.

Key words : desistance from delinquency, adolescent, delinquency, grounded
theory, qualitative research.
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