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ABSTRACT

Association Between Work and

Delinquency among Runaway Youth

Kim, Ji-Hye"

This study is to investigate the relationship between runaway youth’s
work experience and their delinquent behaviors. Based on the data from
198 runaway youth, multiple regression analyses were performed. The
primary concern was Iinvested iIn examining the association between
employment and delinquency while youth were on the run, but runaway
length, times of runaway, deviant networks, social networks, and employee
abuse were also considered as external and/or mediating factors. Although
runaway youth’s employment was expected to protect them from
engaging in delinquency as a means to survival on the street, results
revealed that employment didn’t have any significant effect on their
delinquent behaviors. Moreover, the study findings imply that runaway
youth at work are highly vulnerable to delinquency because of increased
contact with deviant networks and exposure to maltreatments at work.
This suggests that it can be harmful if we encourage runaway youth to
work assuming its natural positive effect, and that considerate services
are needed to develop youth’s social skills to cope with situations at work
and to create safe labor environments for youth.

Key Words : runaway youth, employment, juvenile delinquency, youth rights
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