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A Study of the Process of Adolescents’ Dropout from School and Social Adaptation

ABSTRACT

A Study of the Process of Adolescents’
Dropout from School and Social Adaptation

Sung, Yun-Sook”

This study aimed at exploring the process of adolescents’ dropout from
school and social adaptation, and better understanding dropout from the
social context. Employing an ethnographic research method, the study carried
out a pre-interview, in—depth interview with main subjects, and participant
observation with 6 adolescents dropout from middle and high schools.

The research results showed that various variables were involved in the
adolescents’ decision making process of dropout from school. The dropout
adolescents were divided into the two categories: those who voluntarily
dropout from school and those who were forced to dropout from school.
The process of social adaptation after dropout was categorized into
settlement type and unsettlement one on the basis of the two dropout
categories. Dropout was an outcome of the complex process of structural
factors which consisted of a critical moment or crisis, personality,
reenforcement, promotion and conclusion. From the perspectives of social
context, the structural factors of dropout included non-interventionist
parenting styles, irresponsible teachers, exclusion of the peer, exposure to
harmful social environment, lack of social support and counseling teachers.

Kew Words : Adolescents’ Dropout from School, Process of Dropout,
Process of Social Adaptation, Ethnography, Qualitative
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