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Self~Enhancement Motive, Commitment to Internet Space, Formation of Role—Identity, and Internet Addition: A Test of Identity Theory

ABSTRACT

Self-Enhancement Motive, Commitment to
Internet Space, Formation of Role-Identity, and

Internet Addition: A Test of Identity Theory

Lee, Seong-Sik™ - Jun, Shin-Hyun™

This article introduces a identity model of internet addiction. This study
emphasizes internet addiction as a consequence of overcoming role failure in
family, school, and peer relationships and making the formation of new identiy
in internet space by self-enhancement motive. We suggest that the lack of
self-verification in main role areas(family, school, and peer relation) decreases
youths’ self-esteem, which motivates youths to enhance self-esteem. It is also
argued that this motive leads to replace real-world with online activities,
which may engage in new relationships and result in a form of internet
addictive activities.

This research examines whether the process of self-verification leads to the
development of commitment to internet space, thereby making the formation of
new identity as a member in internet space, and it influences internet

addiction.

*  Soongsil University
% Korea Digital University
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This study surveyed 1113 both male and female middle/high school students
in Seoul and tests a model. Results show that youths who have some
problems in family, school, and peer relationships have a lower self-esteem. In
addition, they are more likely to have a commitment to the alternative roles in
internet spaces. Those who have lower self-esteem and higher commitment to
internet space are more likely to use more time on the internet and identify

themselves as a member of internet space.

Key Words: internet addiction, self-esteem, commitment, identity
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