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ABSTRACT

Studies in Ki Dae-Seung’s Youth

Park, Kyoon—-Seop’

The Purpose of this study is to examine Ki Dae-Seung’s early years,
thereby provide a basis for understanding teen crisis in modern days.
Having researched into Ki Dae-Seung’s Youth, this study deals with the
fact that a sense of one’s identity or moral/ethical codes established
during teen years can greatly affect a person through his lifetime. In the
"Self Warning” written at the age of 19, Ki Dae-Seung pursued the
intrinsic value of education and learning, and specified it like as the
pleasure of learning, self-realization and the perfection of character.
Education based on individual advancement and profit can only build a
social structure which is competitive. To most of us, the meaning of life
as a whole is not of primary importance, and our education emphasizes
secondary values, merely making us proficient in some branch of
knowledge. Though knowledge and efficiency are necessary, to lay chief
emphasis on them only leads to social conflict and confusion.
Consequently, delving into Ki Dae-Seung’s early years proves its
significance, for it addresses diversified researches on teen crisis of
modern days, as well as adding depth to discussions on the subject.
Thus, Ki Dae-Seung’'s example suggests that the present in fact a
reflection of the past, that contemplation of the tradition can be a basis

for profound understanding of our modern times.
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