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ABSTRACT

Effects of Youth Volunteering on the Attitude Change
Towards the Handicapped

Kim, Jeoung-Bae"

Youth volunteering aims at strengthening the spirit of love for

mankind through fostering humanism and community sense. And

* Chief, Korea Youth Volunteer Center
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this spirit of love for mankind is rooted on altruism and
philanthropism, which are characteristic features of volunteering.

It is true that there have been distorted beliefs and prejudice wide
spread against the handicapped in our society. Hence, in this study,
the researcher have ftried to peruse how the attitudes of youths
towards the handicapped are changed through volunteering
experience. And further more, based on the findings of this study,
the researcher tried to present a desirable direction of youth
volunteering at institutes and facilities for the handicapped.

Self reports of 92 youths were analyzed, to check and compare their
imtial attitudes and changed ones towards the handicapped people,
before and after the activities at various places for the handicapped.
The results of this study are summarized in the following.

Firstly, it was found that most of the 92 youths had negative or
neutral attitudes towards the handicapped before they had
volunteering experiences at the institutes and facilities for the
handicapped. However, their attitudes were changed into positive
ones after their volunteering.

Secondly, it was found that their attitudes were changed more
positive when they began their volunteering with altruistic motives
though, some positive changes were detected after the volunteering
even they started their volunteering with rather egoistic motives.
Thirdly, it was found that the most suitable length of time in
volunteering for the youth was at least 10~20 hours to secure their
positive attitude change towards the handicapped. In other words,
the more time they devote themselves in volunteering, their attitudes
do not change negatively nor more positively.

Fourthly, it was also found that direct contact with the handicapped
affected more positively on their attitude change compared to the
indirect contact.

Based on the results above, the researcher here suggests a desirable

direction of youth volunteering at institutes and facilities for the
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handicapped.

Firstly, the importance of volunteering at institutes and facilities for
the handicapped should be stressed in schools and volunteer
organizations. And diverse and valuable information about people
with various handicaps and facilities for them need to be provided
to the youths through volunteer education.

Secondly, efforts need to be made to develop and run inclusive
programs for the handicapped and the non-handicapped people, when
they hold campaigns or events which are related with the
handicapped in the community base.

Thirdly, 1t 1s necessary to convert the recognition of parents and
teachers of non-handicapped youths on the handicapped people.
They should abolish their prejudices on the handicapped people and
rather try to understand and admit the handicapped as unique

human beings who are endowed with dignity.



