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ABSTRACT

A Qualitative Study of Social Adaptation
among North Korean Refugee Adolescents in South Korea”

Lee, Ki-young"”

This study was conducted to describe social adaptation of North
Korean(NK) refugee adolescents to South Korean society through a
qualitative research. Under a lack of knowledge about NK refugee
adolescents’ experiences in the South, it seems to be more desirable
to have a thick description than to design a quantitative research in
acquiring a comprehensive understanding of their experience.
Qualitative data for this study were collected from ten in-depth
interviews with NK refugee adolescents in the South aged 13 to 21,
five telephone interviews with volunteers who have worked with
NK refugee adolescents, the volunteers’ periodical records during the
yvears of 2000 and 2001, and qualitative data already analyzed in
prior studies.

A typical analysis method for qualitative data, ‘open coding—constant

comparative analysis—themes'(Glaser & Strauss, 1967), was applied

* This study was granted by Korea Institute for Youth Development(2001).
I thank Ji-young Park for her collecting data through in—depth interviews
and making transcripts.

#x Assistant Professor, Pusan National University
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for this study. As results of the analysis scheme, NK refugee
adolescents’ adaptation story was described under the following
themes: relationship between low educational achievements and
difficulties in social adaption, relationship formation with teachers
(including private institution’s lecturers), confusion and ignorance in
educational and job career building, social relationship experienced in
private educational institutions, difficulty in making a friendship,
relationship with their parents, and other stressful situations.
Several coping strategies with the difficulties of NK refugee
adolescents’ adaption are also suggested as follows: educational
assistance for mitigating the gap in academic achievement between
NK refugee adolescents and their counterparts, reinforcement of
teachers’ monitoring and counseling roles, development of adaptation
assistance programs by NGOs or welfare centers within a
community, and selection of officers who will be in charge of
education and job career guide and who will work with other
service providers in partnership.

Key words @ North Korean Refugees, Adolescents, Migrants,

Social Adaptation, Qualitative Study



