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Studies in Yulgok's Youth

Park, Kyoon-Seop

(Sungkyunkwan University)

The purpose of this thesis is to examine Yulgok's early years, thereby provide a basis
for understanding teen crisis in modern days. Having researched into Yulgok's youth, this
thesis deals with the fact that a sense of one's identity or moral/ethical codes
established during teen years can greatly affect a person through his lifetime.

Yulgok proposed the idea of “determination of aims in life”, which is the beginning of
learning and the true identity grown from the consciousness. It is the force to keep
oneself balanced and to maintain oneself toward learning. Yulgok's determination goes
even further in recognizing it as a basis for the making of saint. According to him, the
characteristics of saint may be attained through lifelong learning.

Yulgok's idea on determination was consistent through his lifelong writing, from the
“Self Warning” written at the early age of 20 to the “Norm of School” completed just two
years before his death. Thus, his determination can be regarded as the force of |ifelong
learning to refine oneself and as an orientation for the realization of self.

Consequently, delving into Yulgok's early vyears proves its significance, for it
addresses diversified researches on teen crisis of modern days, as well as adding depth
to discussions on the subject. Thus, Yulgok's example suggests that the present in fact a
reflection of the past, that contemplation of the tradition can be a basis for profound

understanding of our modern times.
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