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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Actunal Conditions and the Relational Faectors of

Group Alienation in Elementary School

Kim, Seog-jin”

Recently, the problem of group alienation increases rapidly and this is a
serious social problem. This study aims to offer some information to solve
effectively the problem of group alienation in elementary school by inves-
tigating and analyzing the actual conditions and the reasons of group alien-
ation, especially focused on the parents’ attitude of bringing up children.

Background factors(sex, location, and residential environment) and the
parents’ attitude of bringing up their children(strict or generous) are chosen
as relational factors. In order to find out the relation between these factors,
the following research questions were investigated

1. What are the actual conditions of group alienation like?

2. Is there any correlation between background factors and group aliena-

tion?

3. Is there any correlation between parents’ attitude of bringing up children

and group alienation?

Survey was made to 610 elementary school students including 290 boys
and 320 girls in 6th grade in 9 schools in Seoul and the suburbs. This study
used two instruments, instrument measuring parents’ attitude of bringing up
children and that measuring the degree of seriousness of the group alienation
which were modified to be suitable for the purpose of this study referring to
the existing literature and data. Frequency, Credibility, t-test and ANOVA in
SPSSWIN+ were used to analyze the data.

The major findings are as follows.

* Yangjin Elementary Schocl



Studies on Korean Youth 2000 Vol.11 No.1 pp. 111-142 141

Firstly, 43.2% of the students answered they had the experience to leave
somebody out in the cold at least once. There is more group alienation in
boys than in girls. When group alienation happens 26.9% of the students just
look on and girls are more likely to be indifferent than boys. Positively or
passively, over 65% move against group alienation. This figure is so high in
comparison with junior and high school students. That’s because elementary
school students have little fear of ‘group’, as the group fail to present a
united front, and they have little duplicity in moral decision.

Secondly, with reference to background factor, to begin with sex. there
were more mockery, extortion and blow in boys than in girls but there was
no mentionable difference in disregard, abusive language. As for location, all
kinds of group alienation, except extortion and blow, happened more fre-
quently in a large city aild a small town than in a middle and small city.
The reason is supposed that thanks to the development of transport and
communication, the cultural gap between large city and small town is smaller
and smaller, and in small town, the students know each other so well that
it’s easy for them to isolate one person. With respect to residential environ-
ment, there were more disregard, mockery, abusive language and threat in the
students who live in a downtown or an amusement center than in those who
live in a residential quarter. This shows that the problematic behavior of
group alienation has to do with harmful circumstances such as aan amuse-
ment quarter.

Thirdly, with regard to the parents’ attitude of bringing up children, there
were more disregard, mockery, extortion and blow in the students of the
sirict parents than in those of the generous parents. This suggests that when
there is good relationship between child and parents, and there are enough
guidance, concern and affection from parents, problematic behaviors decrease.
However, there was no significant difference in abusive language and threat.
This shows that rough and harsh langvage culture is widespread in our
society.

Several suggestions can be deduced from the results.
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Firstly, in elementary school, abusive language and threat were the most
frequent and then in order of mockery, disregard, extortion and blow. This
means that rough and violent language culture is prevalent in our society.
Therefore, personality education program to build up and consolidate sound
mind, self-control ability buildup program and program to teach how to
manage personal relations are needed.

Secondly, there was more group alienmation in boys, in the siudents who
live in a large city or a small town, and in those who live in a downtown
or an amusement center than in girls, in those who live in a middle and
small city and in those who live in a residential quarter. This means that the
youth who are under the bad circumstances where misdeeds can be easily
learned may commit an imegularity much more. Therefore much support
should be given to each home. and the management and conservation policy
of family in inferior circumstances is needed in order to prevent the youth
from misconducting themselves.

Thirdly, there was more group alienation in the students of strict parents
than in those of gemerous ones and no mentionable difference in abusive
language and threat. This shows that rough language culture pervades all
classes of society. The problem of group alienation is related to various
factors such as home, society and school. So, it cannot be solved By the
effort of any one of them. Elementary school students are greatly influenced
by, most of all, family circumstances. Accordingly, it would be better for the
parents to have a conversation frequently with their children and to have an
affectionate and geperous attitude of bringing up children rather than inflict
corporal punishment. And they need to direct their children consistently and

continuously.
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