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ABSTRACT

A Qualitative Sindy on Part-Time Work Experiences of Adolescents

Han, Gyoung Hae*

The purpose of this study was (o understand the part-time work experi-
ences of adolescents in Korea, from the adolescent’s perspective. Specifically,
we wanted to know the nature and meaning of the part-time job, and the
effects of the part-time job on the everyday lives of adolescent and on their
relationship with their parents. We gathered qualitative, in-dept data from 15
adolescents and four mothers who have teenage children, through person-
o-person inferview and focus group interview method. The main questions
guided the interview process were: What did the adolescent respondents think
they learned from part-time job expetiences, what was the reaction of the
parents, and how positivefnegative experience it was for the adolescents?
Interviewed adolescents and mothers were encouraged to give their own
accounts of their experiences surmmmding the adolescents’ pari-time job.

Result shows that there is a preat variability in terms of the nature of the
work experiences among the adolescent respondents depending on the contexts
of working, ie. character of tasks on which adolescent worle on, the nature
of interpersonal relationships on the job, their own accoumts of their experi-
ences, and the support and positive feedback from the parents, The findings
suggest that we should pay greater attention to the quality, social meaning
and context of adolescent work instead of assuming that having a job has

harinful effects on the adolescents.

# Seoul Mational University
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