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ABSTRACT

Generational Gaps Between Adolescents and Their Parents in

Understanding School Life

Seong-Young Sohn*

Generational gaps between Korean adolescents and their parents ate increas-
ing in many aspects. The differences in understanding school life and goal of
education are especially remarkable between the (wo generations.

This paper is based on the results of in-depth interviews conducted with
twenty teenagers and half of their mothers. First, | examined evalvations of
adolescents on school and attitudes about achievements at school as well as
their everyday-life at school. Second, parents’ evaluations and expectations
from children’s schoolworks were highlighted. How parents think of their
children’s performance at school and what kind of expectations they have for
the presence and future of their children were foci of the research questions
in the paper. Third, I aimed to figure out comlents of interactions between
parents and children, At the same time, this study atternpled to find ways
that reduce conflicts and tensions caused by cultural gap of the two genera-
tions. Finally, I put efforts to present new policies which will help for the

Korean adolescents to imptove their guality of life both at school and home.

= Assistant Prolessor in College of Liberal Arts, Dongdult Women's Universiiy
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