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ABSTRACT

The Study on Abuse and Coping Style Among Adolescents in Korea

Yang, Shim-Young*

This study examined adolescent abuse as an ecological aspect based on the
Adolescents’ Protection Law(1999). Following a study model on abuse and
coping by this rescarcher, a self-help reported survey was given to 614 ado-
lescents ranging from 4th grade in elementary school to the 2Znd grade in the
high school. The resolts of this research established the following conclusions:
1) the abuse type among adolescents indicated 46.5% experienced lighi phys-
ical abuse, 35.9% severe physical abuse, 59.5% light emotional abuse, 24.9%
severe emotional abuse, 19.9% light neglect, 35.7% severe neglect, 29.0%
light sexual abuse, and 8.7% experienced severe sexual abuse. 2) Influencing
factors on abuse, gender and relationship with parents were not relevant. But,
the elementary age group, high stressful adolescenis in the family, and the
active attitude group experienced more abuse. 3) In the coping style after
abuse, adolescents tended to repent or to seek revenge as an emotional re-
sponse, coutinue o endure this bebavior or share their experiences with their
abused friends. They recognized primary helping persons such as teachers, but
the effectiveness of this was found to bring about only temporary relief. The
reason given for not asking for help was the fesling of uselessness. 4)
Emotional response is different among gender, age group of adolescents, and
psycho-social aftimdes among them. Physical abuse has no relationship
between domestic or other abuse envionments or emotional response, but

emotional and sexual abuse have relevance hetween them.

# Ewha Womean's University
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