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ABSTRACT

The Generation Gap in Information Age: Can cyberspace be

a place for intergenerational understanding?

Yoon, Ok-Kyung*

This article focuses on the role of cyberspace as a medium for recon-
ciliating inter-generational conflici. Some scholars expect worsening the gener-
ational gap in the information age, in the sense that the affinity belween
vouth culture and the computer-related technology encourages active involve-
ment of the young in computer network activities, while it makes the old
fall behind due to their lack of adaptation skills. This is parily true when we
congider the significant differences in accessibility to and usage of computer
and internet between the two generations.

The aims of this research are first to examine the characteristics of the
newly emerged generation, the Net-generation, and second to investigate the
realities of the generational difference in participating in on-line activities
such as chatting, email and game. Finally, atiempts are made to find ways to
make cyberspace an alternative channel for the mutual understanding between

the old and young generation.

#* Korea Institute for Youth Development
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