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ABSTRACT

The Relationship between a Perceived Social Support

and a Depression of the Runaway Adelescents

Han, Sang-Chul*

The purpose of this study was imtended to examine the effects of
perceived social support on a depression of the runaway adelescents. Ac-
cording to Elder’s theory of the lifespan, a person’s perception on social
support, escape impulsion, and depression before the runaway are continued
to after nmaway. This study was to verify these assumptions. The subjects of
this study were 130 students attending at a reform school. They all have an
experiences that have escaped from their family. And for the comparison
with the runaway group, 288 students were selected from middie and high
schools. The subjects were asked to respond to social support scale, depres-
sion inventory, and runaway impulsion inventory each other. The determinant
of levels have done by score to about 33% of each group. ANOVA and t-
test were used to test the significance of mean difference. The results indi-
cated that first the runaway adolescents have seen lower scores of perception
of social support, higher runaway impulsion and depression than students
attending at general schools. Second, runaway adolescents with lower percep-
tion of social support and more intervention to delinquent behaviors have
indicated higher scores of depression than other individuvals. The findings of
this siudy have been discussed with reduction of the tisk behaviors of runa-

way adolescents.

% Department of Adolescent Guidance, Kyungsan University
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