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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Cases against Arbitrary Limitation on Youth Right

Choi, Yun-Jin"

Youths in many societies are denied or limited the right to make decisions,
or right of freedom, or right of participation, which as adults we take for
granted. But any society wishing to deny vyouth rights which are the common
property of adult group, should be able to offer clear and sustainable reasons
for doing so.

Can we justify a double standard in our treatment of adults and youth? Why
should chronological age be the criterion?

The intend of this paper is to explore the various stands to the debate
concerning the answer of above questions.

On the whole, the special treatment of youth has been justified on the basis
of their incapacity or lack of maturity. But, the abridgment of youth right must
be justified on the basis of empirical evidence that the youths in question are
indeed incapable or immature or irrational.

In this paper, the argument for denying rights to youths on the grounds that
they are not rational and lack capabilities or experiences has been strongly
contested.

Under this pressure, this paper showed following several findings through the
analysis of related theories and empirical evidence.

Firstly, considering on the fact that human beings are not grow by sudden
and they do not develop at the same rate, and the fact that the conception of
maturity is formulated from the perspective of society rather than that of
individual, we have to recognize that the strict age limits can regress into an

arbittary and inconsistent relativism. So, age limits must be consistently

* Department of Adolescent Science, Chung-Ang University
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re-examined.

Secondly, the fact that youths do reveal a competence for rational thought
and do make informed choices was justified by analysing the empirical
evidences which showed that in both moral and cognitive development, many
reach adult levels between twelve and fifteen years old.

Finally, this paper showed that the argument which suggests that youths are
likely to make to make mistaken choices, because they lack experiences rested
on tautology and a confusion. Youths cannot get the positive opportunities to

learn from their experiences if they are not allowed to exercise their rights.
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