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ABSTRACT
A Siudy on the Church's Support for the Teenage Family Heads
Kim, Heui-Jin'

The purpose of this study is to make a case study for the present state of
churches which support and care for Teenage Family Heads by church
volunteers and to provide some basic information for Teenage Family Heads
effectively. The method of the study adopted by a case study from three
churches and questionnaires from fifty volunteers. The results of this research
are as follows:

1. It tuns out that most churches have given only economic support to
Teenage Family Heads, but little direct service (including emotional and
social support) has been given.

2. The volunteers believe that the most important function of the home is to
give emotional support to its members and that emotional support is the
first among their supports. The volunteers think that the church needs to
help Teenage Family Heads because the church has close relational ties
with them.

3. Through conversation and counseling, the volunteers have given emotional
support. The most difficult problem is not knowing how to help them,
which shows the need of volunteer education,

4. The volunteers know that social worker’s help and volunteer education are
needed. As to church’s support in terms of social work, the volunteers
replied that need assessment, cooperative support, services in and out of
the church, and evaluation are required.

Therefore, for effective care and support of Teenage Family Heads, church is
required to focus on the main function of the home, giving emotional support,
along with economic support, and social worker’s help and volunteer education
are absolutely required. This study suggests on the three areas. First, the use of
church’s resources. Second, how to support Teenage Family Heads from the
church. Third, the ways of connection with social work community

organizations.

* Korea Instimite for Youth Development
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