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ABSTRACT

The Youth's Rights of Participation

- A Politico-cam-Philosophical Justification -

Kim, J‘eong-Nae*

This study has defined the chronological boundary of the youth as 13 to 18
years which correspond with those of the secondary school students. The
ground for this has been suggested according to the notion of adolescence.
Particularly this chronological period is quite important since they can
experience the democratic ways of life by means of exercising their rights of
participation. The youth’s tights and particularly their rights of participation
cannot be underevaluated and infringed in terms of so-called ‘capacity criterion’
and by means of the legal positivist view. We need to regard them as real
rights-holders, not as beneficiaries of welfare provisions.

The notion of participation has also been examined in the light of the
political right. A note has been taken that represemtative democracy actually
requires for the guarantee of rights of participation. The significance of rights
of participation has been found in making the right of equality of influence a
reality here and now. And the educational significance of rights of participation
has also been argued.

A justification has been made that the right to welfare is a prerequisite for
exercising rights of participation as well as various liberty rights. The right of
participation also significantly requires the negative right of liberty. Finally, it
has been argued that the youth’s rights of participation has made them pursue

their own interests present and future.

+ Korean Edncational Development Institute
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