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ABSTRACT

The Theoretical Framework of ‘Theory of Youth Environment’
Cho, Young-Seung”

The purpose of this study is to define the concepts and characteristics of
youth environments in order to establish the theoretical framework of ‘theory
of youth environment’. Youth Science can take the academic status accredited
as ‘a science for fully fostered youth’ only when the theory of youth envi-
ronment is fully discussed in the framework of Youth Science, The theory of
youth environment should be a comprehensive and multidisciplinary academic
area which explores various environmental forces influencing youth fostering.
Youth environment refers to the natural and social conditions in which
youths health, emotion, personality, spirit of community, social and moral
development, and ‘their friendship and partnership with the natural world® can
be promoted. We may divide youth environments into several categories with
the following criteria: ‘natural’ and ‘social’ environments, or ‘physical’ and
‘psychological’ environments by ‘visibility and sensibility criteria’; “direct’ and
‘indirect’ environments by whether one is actively participated in the environ-
ment. In addition, cyber environment is a new type of environment which
consists of an important part of youth environment. There is a significant
body of research documenting the roles of environmental and genetical forces
in youth fostering. Genetical factors are all those traits that are biologically
based. These include characteristics that all or most humans share as well as
traits that make each of youths unique. Environmental forces also more
significantly influence youth fostering. Whether youths grow up emotionally
and morally healthy is grounded in their social and natural environments, in

clements outside of themselves. These include the people with whom they

# Department of Youth Studies, Kyung-Gi University
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live, the things they sec and use, and the social class, culture. and time in
which they live in. Both environmental and genetic forces are significant in
youth fostering. Research has confirmed that genetic and environment forces
work together, that inevitably both nature and nurture influence the course of
youth fostering. However, we can do much with environment forces since we
can create more healthy environment for youths, whereas we camnot do much
with genetic traits because they are biologically determined. That is why we
need to have more academic concerns on environmental forces in youth
fostering, We have closed mainly up harmful youth environment, so that we
have many negative stereotypes against youths and youth environments.
Accordingly, the theory of youth environment is charged with the tasks of
changing these negative perspectives by establishing more sound theoretical
and conceptual framework of youth environments that make it possible to

analyze the effects of all types of environments on youth fostering.
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