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ABSTRACT

A Review on the Contexts of Corporal Punishment in an Academic

High School

Kim, Cheol-Hoon"

This paper is based on the ethnography in an academic high school I have
taught. The purpose of this paper is an attempt to tumn to the perspectives of
corporal punishment to specify its situational contexts in academic high
school’s university-entrance-examination-orienied education.

The corporal punishment routinely happens in school. The students are
exposed to the repressive environment like bitter words, force, disciplinary
punishment and corporal punishment inflicted by teachers. Most of the
students are critical of these situations, even though they recognize the need
for punishment. In general, they are inclined to accept rational corporal
punishment and regard emotional corporal punishment without love as
violence. They put emphasis on the degree of teachers’ corporal punishment
as the most important criterion for classifying teachers. Most of the teachers
believe in the efficiency of corporal punishment to control the students. They
prefer negative reinforcement to positive rewards. The beating, corporal
punishment, vituperation and harsh languages commonly practiced on the
scene of education might have detrimental effects on the cultivation of
students” character. These canse them to harbor feelings of hatred and
recalcitration and 1o take evasive and escapist actions.

In the academic high school, the students are reluctant to accept teachers’
corporal punishment lest they should be damaged to their school lives.
Therefore, the social context of corporal punishment is transferred to the

psychological context.

% Department of Education, Yeung-Nam University
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Whether the justness of corporal punishment originates in a law or
teachers’ educational right, the corporal punishment has to be expelled from
the scene of education to ensure students’ human rights. Teachers are
professionals to teach stodents without the corporal punishment, stodents
human being to have a right to free education. All of educational community
members should try to make the school without the corporal punishment. It
is necessary for teachers to have professionalism and ethics, students the

self-control, not to mention home disciplines.
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