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ABSTRACT

The Study for the Discourse Building of the Korean Youth Culture

Cheong, Yoo-Seong

The youth in Korea recently have come on the stage as proclaimers of their
own rights. The Charter for the Youth, for example, proclaims that the youth are
the subject of their own lives, independent of the control by grown-ups including
their teachers and parents. The proclamation of the Charter foretells that there
should be (and will be) new policies for the human rights of the youth in
Korea. Right policies, however, should be based on the right understanding of
the issue. How much do we know about the contemporary Korean youth? Don’t
they seem to be quite different from what we used to be? Then, won't it be
necessary to adapt ourselves to their way of thinking and their unique culture in
order to understand them right? It can be said that the youth in Korea so far
have been studied simply as objects belonging to “problem category,” rather than
as “subjects” who deserve to have opinions, lives and cultures of their own. We
are afraid that the Charter for the Youth might end in an empty proclamation as
were the cases with quite a few educational reform measures in the past. We
should substantiate it by making and practicing policiés that can surely promote
and realize the rights and the wishes of the youth. The first step is to make
every attempt to open-heartedly listen to and talk about the problems and the
wishes of the youth. Thus, what is needed from now is to build the discourse of
the Korean youth culture.

The purpose of this study is to make a preliminary step for building a
discourse needed to understand the contemporary Korean youth culture. First, it
will be needed to have a critical overview of major cultural and educational
studies done in the West and find out how helpful and relevant they are for
developing a discourse of the youth culture in Korea and for understanding the
problems and challenges of the contemporary Korean setting. Then, we will have

to carefully examine the educational system and the life situation that the Korean
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youth are facing and suffering. Then, this study will present as a preliminary
sketch how the discourse of the contemporary Korean youth culture will be

characterized and how it will be built.
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