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ABSTRACT

Youth's Attitudes toward Social Welfare and Gender Differences

Jun Shin-Hyun

This paper examines how much youths are concerned with and support social
welfare policy. It has especially attention to gender differences of attitudes
toward social welfare policy and proposes that it can be a function of gender
differences in values. This smdy considers two theories, structural theory and
sex-role socialization theory, in explaining gender differences of values and
supports for social welfare policy and tests their relative efficacy. This study
tests two broad hypotheses: 1) whether female are more likely to endorse the
ideology of social equality and liberalism and, therefore, express support for
social welfare policy or 2) Whether females are more concemed with
interpersonal relationships and have more collectivist and oiher-oriented values
and, therefore, more likely to support social welfare policy. The results show
that females are more likely to support social welfare policy because they have

stronger other-oriented values as sex-role socialization theory posits.
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