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(Abstract)

Transformation of the Korean-American Communities and Korean
American Youth Problems.

Less than 100-year-old Korean American
immigrant cormunity in the United States has
kevolved quite rapidly and established itself as
one of the visible ethnic communities In this
multi-ethic nation.

However, the Korean American commlunity
has had tendecy to isolate itself from the
kmainstream society, and it learned a very val-
uahle lesson through the 1992 LA Riots in
Which Korean American community in LA
was totally tgnored by the different levels of
govemment even though the Korean American
merchants comprised the single largest group
vicimized by the looting and fire bombing.

Through lthis ordeal, the Korean American
community realized that its self-imposed isola-
ton caused absence of kits power and influ-
ence over the mainsteam. This painful experi-
ence set the future direction of the Korean

American community from insulation to active

Justin Young J. Won

participation for its own right.

Korean American youth, along with other
immigrant youth with different ethnic origin,
faces tremendous amount of stress caused by
lack of clear understanding of their cultural
identity and communication with their parenls
kwho in turn add more pressure to their chil-
dren by imposing unrealistic future expecta-
tions. Korean vouth delinquency should not he
overlooked by the community, but the comm.i-
nity hase't paid close attention to the problem.

Furthermore, the Korean American comm
nity kis not equipped to support students from
Korea. Korean American community as well
as the Republic of Korea must invest ils
resources more to the youth service sectors n
the Korean American communitics throughout
the US to assure that its next generation will
become competent leaders of coming pacific

€ra.
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