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Religious Culture and Youth Culture

Traditionally, religion has been recognized as
a spiritual foundation of culture. Therefore, it
has been believed that all of the conflicts and
agonies, including youth problem, could be
solved by religious meaning systém and moral
code. However, because of religious pluralism
and secularization of modernity, religion is gran-
dully losing its integrating function of society.

Therefore, it seems important to consider seri-
ously whether there is anything in the emerging
youth culture in our society that can be of use in
solving its problems. This article is a tentative
response to the issue.

To make this task more manageable, attention
can be concentrated on two questions. (1) How is
it possible to articulate religious ritual for the
initiation of youth? (2) Is it legitimate to look for
the youth’s personal integrity at the religious

experience?

Chin-Hong Chung

The linkage between religious culture and
youth culture that has been analyzed in this
article, suggests that religious culture will be the
one that manage succesfully to secure the solu-
tion of youth problem, if religion as well as
society could have a new creative hermeneutics
on religious culture,

By way of summary, two of basic ideas may be
briefly revealed. First, it emphasized the trang-
formative properties of initiation ceremony oper-
ates in the religious culture. It clearly assists in
articulating and regulating the identity of youth.
Second, in much the same way, it is also suggest-
ed that the institutional, authoritarian, and sec-
tarian ideologies and structures of religion must
be scrutinized to contribute itself for the healthy
personality of youth.

In doing so, some additional application of the
idea are developed.
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