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{ABSTRACT>

Adolescents’ Cognition of Social Inequality

This paper reviewed adolescents’ cognition of
social inequality, related to person perception of
the rich and poverty, explanations of social class
in terms of respondents’ age and social class(one’
s real SES vs. percieved SES), and to the possi-
bility to solve the inequality condition in poverty
people.

It was attemped to analize that adolescents’
person description were classified into categories
of, peripheral, person central and sociocentric.
Responses of person explanation were alsoclas-
sified into 4 categories, such as concrete-
personified, equality, equity and sociocentric.
And responses were classified into person per-
ception including favorable and unfavorable.

Consequently, it were revealed that Korean
adolescents perceive the social inequality as the

extreme condition of abundance or deficit of

Soon—Hyung Yi

materials, physical appearances, power, prestige
and social status.And adolescents in middle class
perceive the rich more favorably and the poor
unfavorably.

Second, adolescents attribute poverty not only
to personal characteristics but also to social
structural factors, such as the educational and
vocational system. Especially, respondents in
middle class attribute it to the personal factors.

Third, adolescents perceive it impossible to
achieve completely equal society. They perceive
the social equality in the limits of th= ideological
and economic system. So they propose 2-way
strategies to solve the inequality, in the context
of functionalism and conflictivism, personal
efforts and gradual social structural change in
cooperation between the poverty and the rich.
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