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<ABSTRACT"

The Unequal Social Treatment of Young Koreans on the

Basis of Chronological Age and Its Characteristics

Life is a continuous process and natural
growth processes do not occur in distinct stages.
Humans, howaver, show considerable structural
order to facilitate social predictability and com-
munication. It is, therefore, and arbitrary. and
heuristic practice to subdivide the period of life
into childhood, vouth and adulthood. There are
no signals and significant indicators of the the
termination of youth and the entrance of adult-
hood. Only economic independence, stable
employment, and marriage are adult indicators.
In a strict legal sense, adulthood in Korea is
reached at the age of twenty. At that age, full

* Research Director, Korea Institute for Youth and Childern.

Hyun Choe*

civil rights such as voting, drinking, marri-age,
making contracts, criminal justice etc., usually
become available to young Koreans.

The limitation of the above-mentioned civil
rights and other unequal social treatment of
voung Koreans on the basis of chronological age
should be terminated by the late teens who’s
psychological and social development are
expected to coincide and produce a normal fun-
ctioning. Korean youths, otherwise, may be seg-
regated from adults and Korean society in the
meaning of their social roles.
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