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<(ABSTRACT>

A% TRAA A4S F2A 24 15

A Study on the Systematic Characteristics
of Korean Educational —

System in the Reorganization Era; 1945-1955

This study analyzed the reorganization process
of Korean educational system from 1945 to 1955.
The object of this study was to grasp how the
educational sub-systems were differentiated, and
patterned, and what social consequences were
caused by the educational change. Here the start-
ing poiﬁt of the thesis was the problem conscious-
ness that historical archetype of comtemporary
~ educational practices resulted from the struc-
tural pattern in the formation of school systems
rather than social-economic factor.

Several consequences based on analysis of
educanational reorganization could be summar-
ized as follows:

First, higher education was over-expanded in
comparison with the expansion rate of primary
and secondary sector, and the need for human
resources. Especially, this expansion was initiat-
ed by professional group such as teachers, educa-
tional administrators and bureaucrats. The
establishment of national luniversities heralded

the expansion of higher education.

* Korea Institute for Youth & Children Researchev

Kuwang-ho Lee*

Second, the prominent characteristic in secon-
dary educational reorganization was institu-
tional integration and hierarchical differentia-
tion. On the other hand, the general education in
elementary schools that was consolidated from
last-perioderiod of Japanese ammexation was
continued after the Liberation.

Third, the basic principle of educational re-
organization was the realization of democratic
education, which was represented by equal
opportunities and educational meritocracy.

Fourth, secondary education was regarded as a
stepping-stone for the entrance to universities at
consequence of educational reorganization,
Furthermore, the vocational schools also em-
phasized the entrance to universities rather than
vocational training.

Fifth, as the result of educational reorganiza-
tion, the educational achievement of students
was evaluated by the entrance to famous univer-
sities. Under this situation, the enlargement of
educational opportunity does not mean the
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democratization of education but the exclusion
through education,

After all, although the process of educational
reorgénization brought about several positive
effects, such as the enlargement of opportunity in
higher education and the innovation in educa-
tional evaluation, it caused some critical prob-
lems. That is, it caused excessive needs for

higher education. Most schools attached impor-
tance to college-orinted education. Students
could find no other alternative way but to go on
to a university. Consequently, the student who
did not enter a school of high grade put out of the
way and they were branded as a social defective
or a man of no ability. Thus we may be interpret-

ed korean schooling as a process of exclusion.
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