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CABSTRACT

Is the Game Fair?: Probelms of Competitive School System in Korea.

This paper discusses the serious problems of
competitive school system in Korea. For most
Koreans, the ultimate goal of education lies in
entering the top level universities. In order to
achieve this goal, the parents have been in con-
spiracy with the school system.

From the age of 5, parents send their child to
extra-curricular lessons such as playing piano,
painting, calliography, calculation and English.
These lessons are not selected randomly but sys-
tematically matched to improve classroom per-
formances of each level. From the 4th grade, the
child gets in the main track for the severe compe-
tition. The parents, mother in particular, devote
most of their energy and money for the competi-
tion. From the middle school, many children take
private lessons. The fee for private lessons varies;
the expensive lessen costs one month’s income of
an ordinary salaryman.

Amongst the heated competition, not only the

youngsters but their whole families suffer enor-

mously, The preparation period is s0 long and the

Huae-Joang Cho

competition is so severe that the extensive experi-
ences of preparing the examination bring dam-
ages to many youngsters involved. The students
who are trained to be experts in multiple choice
tests tend to show extremely reactive, not active,
personality. Their brain works mechanically, but
hardly analogically or imaginatively.

Moreover, it is getting difficult to say that the
examination game is the fair game. Various kinds
of familial support begins to play a crucial part in
the game. The aggressive middle-class mothers
thrust themselves into the center of the game. The
youngsters from the working class would have
more difficulties than before in succeeding the
college examination since the middle class young-
sters receive full support from their families,
financially, socially and emotionally. Korean
sociologists have once maintained that the repro-
duction of the class a myth by saying that the
school system in Korea has been the solid ground
for fair competition and class mobilization. But

they might have to reconsider it now.
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