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{ABSTRACT>

Defense Style Related to Demographic Variables of Adolescents

The purpose of this study was to investigate
adolescents’ defense style according to their
demographic variables for understanding their
psychosocial adaptive abilities. The subjects
were 563 twelve-, fourteen-, and sixteen-year-
olds enrolled in junior high and high schools in
Seoul. To measure subject’s use of defense styles,
the defense style questionnaire was used. Statis-
tical mothods adopted for data analysis were
factor analysis, t-test, one-way ANOVA, and
scheffé test.

Major findings were as follows:

1. Adolescents used maladaptive defense style

Soon-Hyung Y1
Kang-Yi Lee

and adaptive defense style,

2. Adolescents at high school used more
maladaptive defense style than those in junior
high school, but there was no age difference in
their use of adaptive defense style,

3. There was no sex difference in adolescents’
use of defense style.

4. There was no difference in adolescents” use
of maladaptive defense style according to parent’
5 educational level. But the higher parent’s edu-
cational level, the more adolescents’ unse of

adaptive defense style.
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