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{ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Sexual Abuse of Adolescents

The sexual abuse of the adolescents is defined
as acts of sexual assault on and sexual exploita-
tion of minors, The sexual assault includes rape,
rape in concert, incest, Jewd or lascivious acts,
and molestation. And sexual exploitation
includes conduct or activities related to pornogra-
phy depicting minors, and promoting by minors.

There are multiple factors related to the sexual
abuse. Firstly, the attitudes of parent’s care and
the socialization about the gender may be classi-
fled into the developmental factors. Secondly,
psychosis, abnormal character and sexuality may
be classified into psycho-pathological factors.
And, thirdly, the unfair distribution of wealth,
inequality of the sexes, dehumanization, and
malfunction of mass media can be classified
socio-cultural factors.

The incest and the sexual abuse by adults are
mostly hidden. Especially the women victims
generally have serious psychological symptoms
such as low self-esteem, confusion, sexual prob-
lems, guilt, shame, anger, fear to real life, depres-
sion, isolation, problems in self cont;ol, general
fear of men, interperéonal difficulities, night-
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mare, suicidal attempts, and substance abuse.

In Korea, also, the sexual abuse of the adoles-
cent is issued in several survey report. The sexual
ahuse of the adolescents goes with many legal,
psychological and physical problem, the preven-
tive measures are very important,

There are some preventive measures. Firstly,
the early sex education in home can prevent this
problem and the sound livings of the parents are
very meaningful. Secondly, social measures are
also required, ie., to clean the harmful circum-
stance stimulating the sexual drives, to make use
of leisure time and to improve the unfair distribu-
tion of wealth, low level of morality and de-
humanization. Thirdly, the legal measures are
required. Especially, in Korea, the problems of
the sexual ahuse are frequently hidden and unre-
ported. So, to solve these problems, it is required
to establish the investigation center of the sexual
abuse and the special clinics for sexual abused.
And, also, it is nessary to use the therapetic
methods such as counselling, family therapy, art
therapy and play therapy to the sexual abusers as
well as victims.
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