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(ABSTRACT>

Moral Education for Adolescents:

A Critique on Kohlberg’s Congnitive Developmental Theory

Kohlberg has conducted research over the past
several decades on the cognitive developmental
theory of moral education. He views morality as
a set of rational principle of judgement and
decision valid for every culture, the principle of
justice. He claims justice, the primary regard for
the value and equality of all human beings, and
for reciprocity in human relation, is a basic and
universal standard. Bases on moral dilemma,
Kohlberg arrived at three leves of moral develop-
ment, each of which is characterized by two
stages; the preconventional level, the conven-
tional level, and the postconventional level. His
work has stimulated an enormous body of
research literature applying his stages on moral
development to a variety of age groups and
cultures. At the same time, Kohlberg's work has
been criticized on both methodological and theo-
retical grounds. No other aspect of Kohlberg’s
theory has generated as much controversy
recently as the extent to which Kohlberg's stages
are more characteristic of the moral develop-
ment of males than females. Gilligan(1982)
argues that Kohlberg’s theory and research are
heavily sex- biased. She points out that the sub-

Sung-Il Kim

jects in Kohlberg’s original research were all
males and his interpretations were flawed-the
findings that females often only reach stage 3,
the Good Boy or Good Girl Morality of maintain-
ing good relations, is described as a deficiency by
Kohlberg, yet it easily could be analyzed as a
deficiency in his theory, Gilligan says that there
are two hasic approaches to moral reasoning. In
the ‘justice perspective’, people are differentiated
and seen as standing alone-the focus is on the
rights of the individual. Justice accounts for only
some of the moral situations with which we are
faced. In the ‘care perspective’, people are vi-
ewed in terms of their connectedness with others.
Other criticisms relate to the measurement
instruments employed. Kurtines and Greif(1974)
question the empirical validity of the theory’s
basic premises because of the complexity of
administering and scoring the instruments, the
lack of standardization in administering the
tests, and the high chance of rater bias in scoring.
some criticisms are directed toward the develop-
mental stages and the logical order in the stages
themselves. The stages need to be delineated

more precisely and lack any necessary connec- -



tion with moral action. Social learning theorists
argue that Kohlberg’s theory assumes moral
superiority on the part of this stage 5 and 6
subjects, when they more likely superior at
moral justification. Moral reasons can always be
a shelter for immoral behivior. Both the moral
thought and the moral behavior of an individual
are important components of moral develop-
ment. Kohlberg ignores any reference to an indi-
vidual’s desire or emotions. Now there seems to
be a reemergence of interest in the affective
aspects of moral developmen tempathy (Hoff-
man. 1979). Placing emphasis on empathy calls
attention to the positive side of moral develop-
ment, while an emphasis on guilt stresses the
negative side more. Hoffman(1984) argues that
the development of the capacity for empathy is
the crucial variable in a theory of moral develop-
ment that emphasizes social action rather than
cognitive reasoning. The primary aim of educa-
tional institution and educational effort must be
the maintenance and enhancement of caring.
Moral care consists of the welfare and fair treat-

ment of an individual. Both welfare and justice

have their basis in empathic distress and sympa-
thy. Murdoch(1970) argues that regular attention
to certain objects and experiences between
actual moral choices affects what decision one
will make. Attention affects what on desires and
consequently affects what the person is. A favor-
able attitude toward a teacher is probably a
stronger motivator than- any argument the
teacher has, however logically relevant. The
teacher must have the ability to direct others to
certain objects and experiences which, if given
regular attention, may result in the acquisition of
welfare and just desires. At this time, the Kohl-
berg and Gilligan approaches to moral develop-
ment have been viewed as representing a mascu-
line, rule-oriented morality on the one hand, and
a feminine, relationships-oriented morality on
the other hand. Because it is in the nature of the
human psyche to polarize ideas, these dualities
are often posed as if they were in opposition in
human development, when in fact they are ele-
ments in dynamic counterpoint that require

exploration and integration.
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